
State of Jefferson 
Official Scavenger Hunt Rules 

 
1. Each question or request for a bring-in item shall be accompanied by an 
explanatory statement of intent.  This statement shall indicate the point value 
and the nature of the answer sought; i.e., first and last name (F & L) or an 
example (U.S.S. Pueblo). Documentation must refer to the BOLD portion of 
the question, but need not contain the exact wording unless it is a proper 
name or in quotes. If the statement of intent is not clear, ask for an 
interpretation by contacting the Hunt Director. Do not wait until the adjudication 
session to ask for an interpretation. 
 
2.  Documentation is required to receive points on ALL questions.  One 
source is acceptable if the answer matches the official answer.  No source may 
be considered as documentation unless it is cited on the copy of the Hunt 
submitted to the director.  No credit shall be awarded for an answer without a 
source.  Two sources by the same team are required to challenge the Hunt 
Director’s answer on all questions .There can be no “hitchhiking” on another 
team’s sources to arrive at the required two.   Related references provide by the 
same team may be combined to document a single answer.   In such a case, it is 
necessary for a team to show the chain of evidence from reference to reference. 
 

3. Print Questions require one source if the answer matches the Hunt director’s 
answer.  Two sources are strongly recommended.  Sometimes a print question 
will only have one source. Documentation consists of photocopies of 
applicable pages in books, journals, magazines, newspapers, or 
periodicals.  Electronic retrieval methods can be used as documentation, but 
only from the original source. (Example: If the LA Times has an electronic 
database, you can use a printout from the LA Times database as 
documentation.)  Copyrighted information from a published source is considered 
legitimate. Print-based sources should have a photocopy of the title page and the 
copyright date page stapled to a photocopy of the page with the answer.  (That's 
3 pages!) Please highlight the answers on the photocopies. (That helps your 
team defend your hard work!) . URL addresses alone are not sufficient 
citations for a question. 
 
Citations following standard MLA format are preferred. If the title, author, 
publication date, journal/book/website, publisher is present, and it matches the 
documentation, then that is sufficient. Include page number(s) in the citations if 
available 
Example:  
Anthony, Catherine Parker and Thibodeau, Gary A. Textbook of Anatomy and 
Physiology, C.V. Mosby Company, 1983, p.410. Print. 
 
(See OSLIS Citation Maker for more examples. Contact your librarian or 
conduct research BEFORE the Hunt if you are unfamiliar with Citation 
Maker.) 



  
Google Books documents off the Internet are not acceptable as a source. 
Internet pages not originating as print sources are not acceptable as 
documentation.  A handwritten statement from an "authority" is not admissible. 
The burden of proof is on the defense.  Video and audio sources (with 
copyrights) are admissible only if the defense can show them as accurate without 
a delay in the adjudication.   
 
Where in the World photos may or may not have a source, safe bet is to locate 
a source when in doubt.     
 
4.  Internet questions only require one source if the answer matches the Hunt 
director’s answer.  Two sources are strongly recommended.  Sometimes an 
internet question will only have one source.  The source listed on the answer 
sheet must have the Internet address home web page (i.e. 
http://www.jacksonesd.k12.or.us) of the web site where the answer is found.  
Acceptable documentation would be a printout containing both the correct 
answer and the Internet address.  The internet address shown on the printout 
should match the home page address on the answer sheet and have extensions 
illustrating the exact page on the web site:  
i.e. http://www.jacksonesd.k12.or.us/curriculum/professional  
 
5. Scavenger Hunt teams are not allowed to crowdsource their answers. 
The use of blogs or tweets is not allowed. Blogs are not considered a 
legitimate source for any question. Blogging the questions defeats the entire 
purpose of the hunt and we want everyone to benefit from this academic 
challenge. Please review the stated Goals of the Hunt and accompanying 
information before you begin the hunt.  
 
6. Using “Ask” Sites as a Source 
It has come to our attention that some of the Scavenger Hunt teams are using 
"ask" sites like Cha Cha on the internet to post questions in search of answers. 
Please note that using “ask” sites as tools to help research answers is 
allowed, but "ask" sites will not be considered legitimate sources for an 
answer. Teams must provide two legitimate sources for each answer per the 
Official Scavenger Hunt Rules. 
 
7. Wikipedia is an acceptable source for questions.  
 
8. A Bring-in is a bring-in.  Photocopies will not substitute for the real item.   
 
Please Note! Reference and Research libraries and museums will not allow 
teams to take away or borrow primary source documents or artifacts to be 
used to satisfy Bring-In questions. It is against policy for them to allow this, so 
teams should not ask them to do so. These institutions include but are not limited 
to: The Southern Oregon Historical Society Research Library, The Rogue Valley 

http://www.jacksonesd.k12.or.us/curriculum/professional


Genealogical Society Research Library and any Reference section of a public 
library or higher education institution like SOU or RCC.  Copies of primary source 
documents may be allowed to satisfy other categories of questions but this will 
vary from institution to institution. 
 
Replicas (homemade or otherwise) will not be accepted as legitimate Bring- 
In items.  
 
9.  Tampering with or the manufacturing of documentation is prohibited and 
may result in team disqualification. Internet sources published after the Hunt 
begins are not legitimate. 
 
10.  Misspellings on answers will result in a minimum of a one-point loss.  
Answers calling for a proper name will be considered incorrect if any part of the 
name is misspelled or incorrectly capitalized.  Variations in punctuation or 
spacing will not be the basis for the loss of points.  Webster’s Geographical 
Dictionary or the Columbia Lippincott Gazetteer shall be the official reference for 
the spelling of place names. 
 
11. The judge is the final authority.  The judge has the authority to invalidate a 
question for misspellings or typographical errors; he/she may change the official 
answer, grant partial credit, or call for a recess or meeting. 
 
12. Instruct your students to return all sources to their original location 
after use. No source may be checked out of the library! If librarians or hunt 
directors feel that a source has been intentionally misplaced or hidden to 
prevent access by other teams, the question for which that source is used can be 
eliminated. You must call the Hunt Director during the Hunt if you think this will 
be an issue. 
 
13. Below is an example of a Scavenger Hunt question with proper answer 
source information and documentation. 
 
Sample Question: To whom (F & L) is the following quote attributed: “Caesar 
had his Brutus - Charles the First, his Cromwell - and George the Third,  
(‘Treason!’ , cried the Speaker) ... may profit by their example.  If this be treason, 
make the most of it.” (2 points) 
 
Answer: Patrick Henry 
Source: The Oxford Dictionary of Quotations, Third Edition, Oxford University 
Press, Oxford, 1979, page 245. Print. 
Source: http://foundersquotes.com/quotes/caesar-had-his-brutus-charles-the-
first-his-cromwell-and-george-the-third/  
 

 
 
 

http://foundersquotes.com/quotes/caesar-had-his-brutus-charles-the-first-his-cromwell-and-george-the-third/
http://foundersquotes.com/quotes/caesar-had-his-brutus-charles-the-first-his-cromwell-and-george-the-third/


State of Jefferson 
Adjudication Procedures 

 
1.  The official answer will be shown on the screen for each question.                                                  
2.  Teams of students from the same school will be designated as prosecution 

and defense teams. 
3.  The prosecution from one school will sit with the defense from a rival school. 
4.  The judge will provide time for the defense to show visiting prosecutors their 

documentation. 
5.  The judge will ask each prosecution team the points they believe should be 

awarded and the rationale.  The defense will be given time to counter 
arguments used by the prosecution. 

6.  Attorneys will be recognized and called upon by the judge. 
7.  At the end of a question, the judge may ask for final arguments, read all 

acceptable answers, declare the discussion closed and confirm the score of 
the official scorer. 

8.  The next question will be called and steps 1-7 followed again until the hunt is 
completed unless a question has been pre-adjudicated. 

9.   Every attempt will be made to end on a non-controversial item. 
10. Teachers/Advisors/Adults are not permitted to participate in the adjudication.  

They are not permitted at the adjudication table.  They may pass notes or 
give advice to team members.    
 
 
 
 
 
  
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10/15 


