
Part One: Read and annotate Chapters 1-2 showing your understanding, 

questioning, and commentary on the contents. Hint: The paper should 

have detailed notes showcasing your personal thoughts as you’re 

reading. 

Part Two: AR Test taken in school from one book off of the designated  

AR Non-Fiction List. 

Due Date: Friday, September 15, 2017 
 

Contact Information 

If, over the summer, you find that you do not understand any aspect of the assignment and need clarification, please send us an e-mail. We 

will do our best to respond to you in a timely fashion. 

 

Caroline Campbell: caroline.campbell@medford.k12.or.us      

Kalin Cross: kalin.cross@medford.k12.or.us    

Joann Schaeffer: joann.schaeffer@medford.k12.or.us 

 

AP Language and Composition 

Grade 11 

         Summer Reading 2017 

Campbell, Cross, & Schaeffer 

 

Introduction 
The Language of Composition, a complete curriculum and textbook for this AP English Language and Composition 

course, contains college-level reading material and suggestions for discussion, close reading, and writing. Authors of the 

text provide an explanation. 

 AN INTRODUCTION TO RHETORICAL ANALYSIS 

We have designed the first two chapters to introduce the central ideas in the book and to help students develop the 

habits of mind they will need to succeed in the AP Language course. We envision most courses using The 

Language of Composition starting with these chapters, which students will return to throughout the course. These 

chapters are designed to acquaint students with larger issues, such as rhetorical strategies, as well as terminology, 

such as ethos and counterargument. They provide students with tools for reading critically and actively for 

thinking about how to use rhetorical strategies in their own writing. 

 

In Chapter 1, “An Introduction to Rhetoric: Using the Available Means,” we introduce the principles of rhetoric 

that students will apply to the readings and the writing assignments in the rest of the book. 

In Chapter 2, “Close Reading: The Art and Craft of Analysis,” we provide several approaches to texts, practice 

in reading both written and visual texts rhetorically, and demonstrate how to turn analysis into writing. 

    Renée H. Shea, Bowie State University, Maryland 

    Lawrence Scanlon, Brewster High School, New York 

    Robin Dissin Aufses, Lycée Français de New York 

Assignment 
Read the first two chapters (“An Introduction to Rhetoric: Using the Available Means” and “Close Reading: 

The Art and Craft of Analysis”) of The Language of Composition and annotate the chapters with your 

questions, comments, and personal thoughts. Please view the annotation instructions and example on the 

next two pages. 
 
Academic success requires various competencies, among them the ability to know and to use a variety of tools and 

techniques of note-making. Just as we must make meaning, so we must make notes—in our heads, on the page, and in our 

notebooks.  

 

Textbooks are also available to be checked out with Mr. Weston but you cannot annotate in the textbook. 

You can make notes on your own piece of paper if you don’t have access to the printed chapters. Post-it notes 

are also a good idea if you only have the textbook.  

 

Assessment 
The assignment will be assessed as follows: 

1. Chapters 1-2 Annotated & turned in. Summative = submitted to your teacher ON TIME by September 

15, 2017. Please see the examples for further information about grading. 

2. AR for the Summer Assignment: Choose one book off of the designated AP Non-fiction list and read 

it over summer vacation. During the first week of school, take an AR test in your English teacher’s 

classroom during office hours. AR tests from the designated AP Non-fiction list are due Friday, 

September 15, 2017. 
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Annotating a Text 
 

1. Pick up a pencil, a pen, or a post-it.  

 

2. Read everything at least twice. 
The first time, read quickly to get a sense of what the text is about.  

The second and subsequent times read carefully.  

Mark anything that you think is:  

 confusing,  

 interesting  

 surprising, or  

 important.  

Mark anything that is unfamiliar and keep going.  

3. Begin to annotate.  

a) Circle, underline, or stick on a post-it for important ideas and explain their 

significance.  

b) Mark repetitions or rhetorical signals.  

c) Circle confusing words or phrases. Define from context or dictionary if possible.  

d) Note passages that seem inconsistent.  

e) Note passages that generate a strong positive or negative response.  

 

4. Write questions where you made annotations. These questions can be for the instructor to 

answer, for the class to discuss, for you to use in future writing assignments, or for you to keep 

as a reminder of what you were thinking.  

 

 

5. Think about the connections between this text and other texts you have read, information from 

other classes, and personal experiences.  

11-12.RI.1 --> I can read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and make logical inferences from it; 

cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

 
Mastery Advanced Meets Approaching Beginning 

The commentary on 
each page shows 
high-level thinking 
and connection of 
implicit and explicit 
content. There is 
significant effort and 
thought shown in the 
student’s attempt to 
engage with the text. 

The commentary on 
each page examines 
the text, expresses 
additional thoughts, 
and shows strong 
reflection of the text. 
Engagement with 
the text is strongly 
evident. 

The commentary 
made on each page 
incorporates minimal 
original thought and 
makes basic 
connections beyond 
the text. 
Engagement with 
the text is consistent  
and present. 

The commentary 
made on each page 
is basic 
comprehension and 
does not contain new 
information or show 
depth of thought or 
reflection of the text. 

There is no 
consistent level of 
commentary on each 
page and thought is 
lacking.  

 



 

 

 

 

This is an example of a page that has been annotated.  This is what nearly every page will look like for a 

Mastery. Remember that annotating is thinking about a text and making connections. Feeling confused while 

reading something new is normal, but moving beyond confusion and trying to make connections is the desired 

skill to begin building through the annotation process. 


