
Ruch Community School PTO Meeting Minutes 

November 8th, 2017 

 

In Attendance: Westi Haughey, Bryan della Santina, Jennifer Murray, Cindy 

McDonald, Stacie Grier, Brandee Tolner, Jericha Govenor, Kim Neiswanger, Natalie 

Schroeder, Lauren Self, Jamie Hatcher, Laura Herman, Deborah Haughey, Megan 

Sinclair, Kevin Yates Sr., Stevie Yates, Lynda Hickey, Melanie Bonk  

 

Minutes from the October meeting were reviewed and unanimously approved.  

 

Treasurer’s Report 

1. Melanie reported that the PTO switched from Quickbooks to Quicken due to lack 

of necessary features in Quickbooks. The switch saves the PTO a total of $180 per 

year. Brandee inquired as to whether Quicken would work to produce receipts at 

the Night in the Valley Auction. There was a brief discussion about using Square 

to run a credit cards and a bluetooth printer to print receipts. This will be further 

researched. 

2. The Harvest Festival income was $1,995, with a net profit of ~$1,000. This was a 

record high. The middle school dance made ~$100 also. 

 

Principal’s Report 

1. Brandee presented the Principal’s Report on Julie’s behalf. 

2. Enrollment is at 184, but the good news is there’s a waiting list for the preschool, 

which represents future students. 

3. Next year Kindergarten or Middle School will need to increase to 20ish students 

or we will lose a teacher. 

4. The Red Sled Bazaar was very well attended with nice community fellowship. 

Enough funds were raised to buy 6 full Thanksgiving dinners for community 

members. If you know a family in need, please send their information to the 

office. 

5. The Jog-a-thon kicked off Thursday. Poster contest winners will be announce 

tomorrow. Preschool had 100% participation, while Middle school had low 

participation and 4th grade had zero entries. This year there will be prizes: a free 

water bottle for raising $10, a Ruch T-shirt for $35. Funds are due after 

Thanksgiving, allow students to collect donations over the holiday. 

6. The school will be honoring veterans tomorrow with coffee and donuts. A color 

guard and uniformed military members will attend Jump Start. Media will be 

present. 



7. Spirit week last week had some hits and misses. Our picture was featured on the 

district website. 

8. We have been struggling with some chronic non-attendance issues. Incentive 

programs were discussed, though there were concerns about kids coming to 

school sick. There could possibly be a quarterly rewards program. 

9. Bryan inquired as to whether or not it would be possible to offer flu shots to our 

students and community. Perhaps a clinic van. Brandee said she would discuss 

this with Julie. 

10. Seismic retrofitting will finally be complete at the end of November! 

11. Site Council will be visiting John Muir School to see what they do that makes 

them so successful. 

 

Old Business 

1. Harvest Festival 

a. The Harvest Festival was a great success with almost too many 

people to thank. 

b. Lynda will put together a binder with a schedule and to-dos for next 

year’s festival. 

c. It was suggested a committee revamp games for next year. 

d. Selling pizza was successful, with $122 in profit. 

e. Haunted house earned $198. Funds will go towards the 8th grade 

field trip. 

f. Baskets and raffle ticket sales were excellent, including the “Harvest 

Special” $20 for 24 raffle tickets and a trip to the haunted house. 

g. Face painting was wonderful, hope to continue next year. 

2. Book Fair 

a. Deborah reported that 46 books were given to Pre-k through Grade 

1, using $376 of our Scholastic Dollars. Some teachers did not come 

in for their free books. 

b. Total revenue was $1,590.69. 

c. With left over Scholastic dollars from last year and this sale, we 

have an available balance of $930.32. 

d. Spring’s Scholastic book sale will coincide with the Art & 

Curriculum Fair. 

3. Family Hero Dance 

a. Discussion ensued about Family Hero dance, including whether it 
should be one event or two. Ideas included: mother/son game 

night, father/daughter dance with a spaghetti dinner and 

photographer. 



b. Melanie will continue to research. 

 

New Business 

1. Holiday Shop 

a. Lynda will coordinate meeting ASAP. 

b. Last year we spent and raised $1200 on this event 

c. Lynda will pre-order products immediately from Dollar Tree. 

d. Holiday Shop will take place Dec 12-14. 

e. Volunteers needed. 

 

2. Brain Bowl 

a. Cindy McDonald reported that Ruch’s buzzer set, used in Brain 

Bowl competitions, is no longer functioning. 

b. The Brain Bowl is an academic competition for 6-8th graders and 

takes place over 8 weeks between January and March. Typically 25 

students from Ruch participate and winners are televised @ SOU. 

Cindy and Jennifer co-coach the team. 

c. Cindy has used and reviewed buzzer options, and estimates that a 

replacement buzzer set is $450-$600. New versions include a 

timer. 

d. The group requested Cindy perform additional research and return 

with a formal request for a new buzzer set. 

 

3. Holiday Program 

a. There was a brief discussion about the holiday program and a 

request to call it the Winter Program, to include all faiths and 

student body. It was agreed this shall be called the Winter Program. 

4. Amazon Smiles 

a. Westi inquired as to whether or not it was appropriate to include 

Amazon Smiles banners on PTO email. The group was in agreement 

that the Amazon Smiles program needed to be reinvigorated in 

emails and other communications. Westi will send Brandee link 

with Amazon Smiles banner. 

5. Art Instruction 

a. As the meeting came to a close, Bryan inquired as to whether or not 

the salary for the art instructor had been finalized. Stacie reported 

that the final salary had been voted on and approved at the October 

meeting, at which time it was realized that there was an inaccuracy 



in the October minutes. The minutes will be amended at the 

December meeting. 

b. Stacie will review the contracted drafted by Westi and they will 

meet with Cheryl to review said contract. 

 

Raffle Drawing 

● Kim won the raffle drawing. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 

 

Mark your calendars for the next PTO meeting, the FIRST Wednesday in December: 

December 6th, 3:45 in the Media Center! 


